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H(mR‘S AMERICA IS FOCUS 
OF CURRENT MUSEUM EXHIBIT 


An eodiibition of etchings, wood engravings, watercolors and small oil 

(\a5fe -ni&j 

paintings by Winslow Homer ^is currently on display in the Prints and Drawings 
gallery of The Cleveland Museum of Art. The approximately eighty works will 
remain there through the first of next year. 

The exhibit is entitled WINSLCW HOMER: PORTRAIT OP AMERICA and it 

presents Homer’s eye-view of his country its land and sea and people. Nearly 

half the works in the show are devoted to scenes of the Civil War. 

Homer was, along with Thomas Eakins, one of the most influential of 
late 19th century American painters. He began his career in England and Paris, 
then returned to America and illustrated the Civil War in prints for "Harper's 
Weekly", In these prints he obtained a realism which is seen in all his later 
works, even in his painting iidiich he dedicated himself to after 1875. During 
the 1880's and '90*s he revolutionised American painting by adopting a quasi- 
impressionist style akin to Courbet-like studies of the sea and of fishing and 
shooting subjects. Like Eakins, he was fiimly rooted in his own environment and 
used it as his raw material. Visual perception was his goal, yet he painted with 
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economy and cortem for organization. After traveling in Europe, and visiting in 
the tropics, Homer settled on the Maine coast in order to paint the sea in all its 
dramatic energy and violent moods. 
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